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of the occiput with a very large child. The patient was suffering greatly, 
and the urine was bloody. Sho was delivered by a very difficult version, 
and died suddenly after being placed In bed following delivery. Autopsy 
was denied. 

Schramm reported a case from Scanzoni’s clinic, In which It was necessary 
to remove the placenta after an easy labor. The uterus was thoroughly 
douched, when the patient suddenly collapsed and died. Kllen did not 
regard Leopold’s easo one of air embolus, but of general Infection by gas¬ 
forming bacillus. Goldberg reported ono case In which after abdominal 
section emphysema of the abdominal wall occurred, which disappeared with 
difficulty and without disturbing the patient. In a second case of abdom¬ 
inal section an ovarian cyst as largo as a twin uterus was removed. This 
case had been mistaken for pregnancy. Efforts bad been made to bring on 
labor. Upon abdominal section emphysema was found at the fundus of the 
uterus, beneath the peritoneal covering. The patient recovered. Marscb- 

ncr reported i\ ea«o in which air entered the uterus where a myoma com¬ 
plicated labor. A hot intra-uteri no douche was given to prevent bleeding, 
when the patient collapsed and required artificial respiration. 

Bossl’s Method of Rapid Dilatation of the Cervix.— In the Arehiv /dr 
GyiuUologic, 1902, Rand ixvl., Heft 1, Leopold describes his use of the 
instrument Invented by Rossi, of Genoa. Ho became impressed with tho 
value of this Instrument during a visit to the inventor, when he saw him 
dllato completely tho cervix in a case of pernicious anremla in a multiparo 
in whom It was necessary to deliver the child speedily, In twenty-fivo 
minutes tho cervix was completely dilated, tho membranes wero ruptured, 
and the patient ns soon as possible delivered by forceps, 

Leopold has tried the instrument In twelve cases: in seven of eclampsia, 
one of advanced phthisis, ono of pregnancy with uterine cramp, one of labor 
complicated by fever, and two cases of contracted pelvis. The Instrument 
was satisfactory in his hands, Dilatation was secured in from twenty to 
thirty minutes. In three cases an unimportant laceration of the cervix 
occurred, which was Immediately closed by a stitch. In eclampsia its use 
was especially successful. In two cases the convulsions ceased after tho 
dilatation. All tho patients bo treated recovered, 

The instrument is composed of four arms, which are made to radiate from a 
centre by turning a screw with a circular handle. Tho extremities of theso 
arms may be covered by additional pieces having corrugations of consider¬ 
able size, which prevent the instrument from slipping. It may bo inserted 
without theso piece*, and these may be added as dilatation advances. The 
instrument can be Introduced when tho os will admit one finger. 

Acetonuria During Pregnancy, Parturition, and tho Puerperal State. 
—In tho Arehiv /dr Qyndkologie, 1902, Rand Ixv., Heft 3, Stolz gives the 
result* of his examinations, He coi eludes that a mild acetonuria, which 
must he regarded as physiological, exists during pregnancy, labor, and tho 
puerperal state. This acetonuria is unimportant, and frequently changes. 
An Increased amount of acetone U often present for several days during 
pregnancy without symptoms and without apparent cause. 
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Acetone Is more frequently found in the urine token during labor than 
under other circumstances. The longer tho labor the more frequently Is it 
found and in the greater quantity. It is more frequent in first and second 
labors than in subsequent parturitions. 

In the puerperal state acetonuria is common during the first threo days; 
less frequent on the fourth day. After this It commonly ceases. Whero 
acetonuria is present during labor it continues to be prcsont during the first 
few days of the puerperal state. We are not aware of the influence which 
acetonuria exerts upon lactation or upon the interruption of the secretion 
of milk. Neither In pregnancy nor during labor is an increased acetonuria 
a sign of foetal death. 

So far as can bo determined, acetonuria in pregnancy, labor, and the 
puerporal state Is a physiological phenomenon without pathological Import 
or cause. It must be referred to some variation in metabolism, usually of 
a transient and unimportant nature. 

The Pathogenesis of Eclampsia.—In tho Archiv /Hr Qynakohgie, 1002, 
Band Ixv„ lie ft 8,13 LUM REICH and Zustz contribute a thorough roview of 
the literature of the subject, with an account of experiments mado In 
animats by trephining and injecting solutions of creatln to determine the 
production of convulsion!. These experiments were performed upon non¬ 
pregnant and prognant animals. In tbo second series solutions of creatln 
wore injected into the carotid vessels. In these experiments both pregnant 
and non-pregnant animals were utilized, As a practical result of tho experi¬ 
ments It was found that the brain of tho pregnant animal was much more 
susceptible to Irritation than that of the non-pregnant. 

Following these experiments comes a review of the various theories now 
extant regarding tho causo of eclampsia. These divide themselves practi¬ 
cally Into two classes—ono the theory of mechanical Irritation as a cause, 
and the other the theory of toxins as a cause. The uraemic hypothesis, the 
auto-intoxication theory, and the theory that eclampsia owes its origin to 
substance- 9 produced iu the foetus—all of those receive attention, 

The authors sum up the results of their experience and literary researches 
as follows s They do not by any moans concludo that creatln or any other 
ono Bubstance Is the causo of eclampsia. They bellevo that a number of 
substances resembling this may bring about tho condition in quostion. 

Thoy think it fair to apply to tho human species the conclusions derived 
from experiments upon animals. In doing this they call attention to the 
fact that the frequency of eclampsia Is comparative with that of tetanus and 
chorea during pregnancy. Neurologists state that tetanus is rarely Been in 
women except in the pregnant condition. The same 1b true of chorea, which 
is rarely fouud In women except In tho pregnant Btato. These circumstances 
and the result of experiment demonstrato the fact that a much smaller 
irritation in a pregnant patient Is sufficient to produce an effect upon the 
nervous system than in tho non-pregnant. It cannot be provon that the 
constitution of the brain during pregnancy la the essential cause for 
eclampsia. 

In discussing tho source of tho irritating material tho writers refer to 
futuro publications, giving tho results of other experiments In demonstrating 



